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Reply to Office Action of January 24, 2005 

Amendment to the Specification 

Please replace Abstract of the Disclosure with the following paragraph: 
ABSTRAC T OF THE DISCL OSURE 

An electronic transaction verification system for use with transaction tokens suoh 
chocks, credit cards, d e bit oardo, and smart cards, that gathers and transmits information about 
the transaction token and biometric data. Tho system pr e f e rably haa the ability to r e ad or scan 
transaction and account information printed or onoodod on th e transaction tok e n, digitally e ncod e 
biom e tric data, ooan drivers' Koons e s or other identification oordo^ and take Q oignaturo of a 
customer, all at a transaction location for purpojcs of account verification. The electronic 
transaction verification system preferably digitizes various indicia of the toke n, suoh as the 
magnetic ink (MICR) line on a prooant e d check or tho magnetic ctrip on a crodit card or d e bk 
eard, and transmits the transaction information data to a central system. ^ which tho The central 
system compares the inputtod transaction_ data with an existing database of information to 
determine if the customer at the point of the transaction is in fact authorized to use the account, 
and if the account is in satisfactory condition for approval of the transaction. The electronic 
verification system includes a biometric data device for recording and/or and transmitting 
biometric data tekea at the point of the transaction to a biometric database for comparison and 
identity verification in real time . Tho dovioo alternatively printo tho biomotrio data on, or in 
conjunction with, tho tokon, cither in actual or digitally e noodod form, ouch that th e biometrio 
data oan b o choo k od oubaequ o ntly againnt a database at tho tim e tho token ia proc e ssed at -a 
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financial institution. Tho system alternativ e ly includ e s a d e vic e forearming an infoimation^ftfd 
which contains biomotrio data such as a proper fingerprint and/or a signatur e , and th e r e mot e ly 
gather e d data con bo oomporod to the r e cord e d data on tho card, in addition to or instead of, 
tranumioaion of th e gath e r e d data to th e oloctronio, biomotrio and signatur e databas es . - 
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